
May 2016 Telecommunications Committee Update  
 
The Cavendish Telecommunications Committee met with Clay Purvis of VT’s 
Telecommunications Division of the Department of Information and Innovation on April 
27. The results of this meeting are as follows: 
 
• Cavendish is Un Served: The state has declared parts of Cavendish to be un served and 
therefore eligible for a VT Connectivity Grant. Purvis provided a list of 134 addresses as 
being un served as they lack 4/1 Mbps service. Of these, 78 are in both VTel territory and 
CAF II (Connect America Fund Phase II)  territory (Fairpoint serves this area). Another 
50 are in the VTel territory but not CAF II.  This leaves 6 un served locations that are in 
neither the CAF II territory nor the VTel territory.  
 
Note those who are eligible for TDS land line services are not considered un served. 
However, very few TDS subscribers have 4/1 Internet service and currently TDS has a 
freeze on new Internet subscribers. 
 
• RFP to be Issued in May/Cavendish well positioned to be funded: The state will be 
issuing an RFP (request for proposal) to Internet service providers within the next few 
weeks. Vendors will have somewhere between 30-60 days (duration is still being  
discussed) to submit an application. The RFP does require applicants to demonstrate that 
they are working in partnership with the towns to be served. The state is looking to towns 
for “contribution and aid” which would help to lower the total cost per house wired. 
Purvis said that Cavendish is well positioned to be funded because: we have a 
telecommunications committee, been responsive in providing information to the state as 
requested, and are willing to work with an ISP, which we’ve demonstrated by meeting 
with all parties.  
 
• Comcast is ISP of Choice and the Telecommunications Committee will arrange a 
meeting with them as soon as the RFP has been released. Part of that meeting will 
explore how Comcast would bring service into the areas on the state’s un served list, 
costs and how the town can collaborate with “contribution and aid.” A better 
understanding of what type of commitment from the town will be needed will only be 
known after the meeting with Comcast.   
 
• Prior to Meeting with Comcast: Members of the Committee will go through the list of 
134 addresses to determine if some of these are vacant lots, camps etc.  
 
• Cellular Service: “Wi Fi calling” feature is now available on iPhones and smart 
phones. These basically operate like mini microcell towers, making it possible to place 
and receive calls via Wi Fi. Currently, the four major carriers-Sprint, T-Mobile, Verizon 
and AT&T offer this service. US Cellular does not and it doesn’t appear that they will be 
adopting this method anytime soon. However, this is the future of cell and in the next few 
years expect to see considerably less dependence on towers and more on smart phones. 
Purvis also pointed out that the direction of the industry for cell, television and video is 



going to all be via Internet and the primary issue will be how much “data” an account 
use.  
 
• Cellular-CoverageCo: The state paid $4 million for a start up company to install 400 
microcell towers throughout the state in very rural areas (can’t even receive one bar) to 
improve cellular coverage. One tower is being planned for Cavendish near the 
intersection of 131 and 103. The company has gone belly up at least once so it’s not clear 
if and when we’ll actually see the tower, let alone it’s benefits.  
 
• TDS-10 G Ring: In a call to TDS after the meeting, it was explained that their was a 
glitch in the system and it probably wont be until mid June before the 10 G ring and 
upgraded boxes will be operating sufficiently for the user to notice it. Those closer to the 
Proctorsville hub and/or one of the new junction boxes will have the opportunity to 
purchase 25 Mbps once the system is in place. Those further out should see a major 
improvement on the "back haul."  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


